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Plate IX from a photograph of the original. A
comparison of these elephants with the elephant
shown in Plate VIII makes it fairly clear that the
Charlemagne stuff is later than the other, while
in all of the details of the beast itself, ears, three
toes, eye, trunk, they are exactly the same. Each
has a tree behind the elephant; but while the
Charlemagne tree is a piece of stiff conventional
work, the other is a natural tree with leaves and
f rait, much resembling the vegetable ornamentation
of some early Egyptian stuffs. Another feature
pointing in the same direction is the thirty-two con-
ventional patterns on the circular enclosing border.
These in the earlier piece are twenty-eight plain
disks.

There is an example of sculptured elephants
something like this one, but much more like the
real beast, especially about the feet. The elephants
are the legs of the ivory chair1 of Urso, at
Canossa; he was Bishop of Bari and Canossa
1078-89.

Something should be said about the language
spoken by the people of France and Germany in
the times with which we are dealing^ the inference
to a rustic tongue being not infrequent.

In the Council convened by Charlemagne at Tours
in the year 813, equally representing Eastern France
and Western France, Austrasia and Neustria, Ger-
many and the Galliae, the bishops in the Trans-
alpine Empire were enjoined to be diligent in
preaching, and to take care that their discourses
should be rendered either into Eomana Eustica or

1 Cummings, History of Architecture in Italy, 5i. 71.